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City girl ranks second in U-16 chess

= International chess player Tanishka Kotia. She travelled across Serbia for closeto a month in

July, playing three open tournaments in Paracin, Silver Lake and Nis.

SharanyaMunsi
= sharanya muns@hindustanimes.com

GURUGRAM: City girl
Tanishka Kotia ranks sec-
ondinthecountryinthe
under-16 category, accord-
ingtothe World Chess Fed-
eration that releasedits lat-
estrankingson Augustl,a
feat sheaccomplished after
earningover 300 points in
three back-to-back world
open tournamentsin Serbia
in July.

Kotia had travelled across
Serbia for close toamonth,
playing three open tourna-
mentsin Paracin, Silver
Lakeand Nis. She played 27
rounds in total against sev-
eral title-holding interna-
tional players. She now
ranksfifthinAsiaand 19in
theworld. Sheistheonly
chessplayerfromthestateto
havemadeitto the top three
in India in thiscategory.

Kotia has been playing
chess since the age of three.
Her early start had landed
herin the Limca Book of
Recordsfor being the young-
estchess player in 2008. In
2014, shewonsilver at the
Commonwealth Chess

Championshipin Scotland.
In2013,shewongoldat the
ASEAN chess champion-
ship,which madehera
Woman FIDE Master. She
has previously participated
intournaments in Indone-
sia, Brazil, Thailand, Viet-
nam, Scotland, Czech Repub-
licand France.

For the 15-year-old stu-
dent of Suncity School, strik-
ingabalance berween stud-
iesand chessis crucial. She
says she devotes one-and-a-
halfto two hoursevery day
for chesspractice.

“Whenexamsareclose, I
lessen my time for chess but
thatisjustforoneortwo
daysbefore the exam. Chess
islikeaddiction, Ican'tlivea
daywithourit,” shesays, as
her cupboard full of silver
and gold trophiesshinesin
the background in her Sector
30livingroom.

Kotia’s next stop isthe
Junior World Championship
in Octoberin India. “IThave
gotnew booksand amtrying
to master new techniques, so
itisalotof work till the
championship,” she says. At
the championship, shewill
compete against players
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acrosstheworldin 11
rounds.

Kotiastarted takinginter-
estin chess becauseofher
father, Ajit Kotia, who
played thegameat the col-
lege level. Hethenintro-
duced herto thegameand
continuesto be her mentor,
though she has been receiv-
ing training from profes-
sionalcoaches.

Kotiais notassociated
withany chessfederationor
club. Her travel expense for
tournamentsis funded by
herfamily or,sometimes, by
herschool, says herfather.
Her mother and sister had
accompanied her through
Serbiain July.

“Around theworld, there
areover 150 chess-playing
nations and just 10-15 crick-
et-playingones, yet thereare
more sponsors for cricket
thanchess,” says Ajit. He
adds that Kotia initially
received corporatesponsors,
butis now withoutany.

For Kotia though, playing
the gameisall thatmatters,
sothatone dayshecan
become a grandmaster like
heridol, Vishwanathan
Anand.
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Gurugram’ s Tanishka Kotia
becomes the 5th Asia rank
holder In Chess U116 catego-
ry: Tanishka Kotia, an 11th
Grade student at Suncity
School, Gurugram recently
played marvelously in an
open triseries in Serbia
defeating number of M
and WM and reached to
the top of boards. She
added 300+ Elo points and
moved from 1900 to 2200
in oné month. Adding to
her bag of achievements,
Tanishka has secured 2nd
Al India Rank and 5th in
Asia rank in U-16 category
by Fédération Interna-
tionale des Echecs (ADE) or
World Chess Federation
rankings. She has also made
it to the Top 20 intema-
tonal chess players secur-
ing 19th position.
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Gurugram girl ranks no. 2 in India in U-16 chess

Kotia had travelled across Serbia for close to a month, playing three open tournaments in Paracin, Silver Lake and Nis.

Updated: Aug 03, 2019 22:57 15T
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International chess player Tanishka Kotia. She travelled across Serbia for close to a month in July, playing three open tournaments in Paracin, Silver
Lake and Nis.

City girl Tanishka Kotia ranks second in the country in the under-16 category, according to the
World Chess Federation that released its latest rankings on August 1, a feat she accomplished

after earning over 300 points in three back-to-back world open tournaments in Serbia in July.

Kotia had travelled across Serbia for close to a month, playing three open tournaments in
Paracin, Silver Lake and Nis. She played 27 rounds in total against several title-holding
international players. She now ranks fifth in Asia and 19 in the world. She is the only chess
plaver from the state to have made it to the top three in India in this category.

Kotia has been playing chess since the age of three. Her early start had landed her in the Limca
Book of Records for being the youngest chess player in 2008. In 2014, she won silver at the
Commonwealth Chess Championship in Scotland. In 2013, she won gold at the ASEAN chess
championship, which made her a Woman FIDE Master. She has previously participated in

tournaments in Indonesia, Brazil, Thailand, Vietnam, Scotland, Czech Republic and France.



https://www.hindustantimes.com/gurugram/city-girl-ranks-no-2-in-india-in-u-16-chess/story-LhjSaqqo4Ig1CW8WVXLxPO.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/gurugram/city-girl-ranks-no-2-in-india-in-u-16-chess/story-LhjSaqqo4Ig1CW8WVXLxPO.html

For the 15-year-old student of Suncity School, striking a balance between studies and chess is

crucial. She says she devotes one-and-a-half to two hours every day for chess practice.

“When exams are close, I lessen my time for chess but that is just for one or two days before
the exam. Chess is like addiction, I can’t live a day without it,” she savs, as her cupboard full of

silver and gold plates trophies shines in the background in her Sector 30 living room.

Kotia’s next stop is the Junior World Championship in October in India. “I have got new books
and am trying to master new techniques, so it is a lot of work till the championship,” she says.

At the championship, she will compete against players across the world in 11 rounds.

Kotia started taking interest in chess because of her father, Ajit Kotia, who played the game at
the college level. He then introduced her to the game and continues to be her mentor, though

she has been receiving training from professional coaches.

Kotia is not associated with any chess federation or club. Her travel expense for tournaments is
funded by her family or, sometimes, by her school, says her father. Her mother and sister had

accompanied her through Serbia in July.

“Around the world, there are over 150 chess-playing nations and just 10-15 cricket-playing
ones, yet there are more sponsors for cricket than chess,” says Ajit. He adds that Kotia initially

received corporate sponsors, but is now without anv.

For Kotia though, plaving the game is all that matters, so that one day she can become a

grandmaster like her idol, Vishwanathan Anand.
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Gurgaon chess player Tanishka Kotia
breaks into top-20 in U-16 world
rankings

TNN | Updated: Aug 3, 2019, 17:41 IST B = A A+

16-year-old chess prodigy from
Gurgaon Tanishka Kotia, has
become the first ever chess
player from Haryana to enter
the top 20 in the world
rankings for U-16 chess
players. After a spirited
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\;” Tanishka gained 300+ Elo

‘% points and moved from 1900 to
2200 in one month. Adding to

her bag of achievements, Tanishka has secured 2nd All India Rank and 5th in Asia

rank in U-16 category by Fédération Internationale des Echecs (FIDE) or World Chess
Federation rankings.

Tanishka, a Class Xl student of Suncity School, Sector 54, has represented India in
Asian and Commonwealth Games, winning a Silver Medal in Commonwealth Chess
Championship at Scotland in 2014. An overwhelmed Tanishka said, “Chess is my
passion and | have really worked hard to achieve this rank. | feel great and
motivated to achieve more such milestones, to be the Rank-1 player in the world. My
dad is my inspiration, he engraved this passion for chess in me.” Tanishka is now
preparing for the World Junior Chess Championship 2019, for which she had
qualified last year.
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Tanishka Kotia, the 5th Asia Rank holder in female U-16 category.
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