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Child panel’s rules a must for
city playschools from Apr11

Rohit.David@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: The district wo-
menandchild development
department will startregu-
larising playschoolsfor the
first time in the city from
April. The department
plansto carry out checksto
ensure all playschools me-
et the guidelines set by the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR), as there is no
such state policy. Till now,
none of the 400-odd play
schools in the city have be-
en registered with the de-
partment.

Without the depart-
ment’s approval, no play-
school will be able to opera-
tionintheupcomingacade-
micsession.

“There were reports of
violations of child rights
by a few institutions. We
have started the regulari-
sation process, and all play
schools in the city have to
comply with NCPCRnorms
and register with us,” said
Sunaina Sharma, district
programme officer, women
and child development de-
partment. PK Das, additio-
nal chief secretary of the
school education depart-
ment, said: “The state does
not have any rules or regu-
lations for playschools at
present.”

According to the guide-
lines, no child below the
age of three years can be
admitted to playschools.
Also, fees charged by the
school have to be regulated
by the government and can
. be collected only on month-
ly or quarterly basis. While
admitting a child, the scho-
ol can’t collect any capita-
tion fee or subject the child
ortheirparents/guardians
to any screening procedu-
re. The rules clearly state
that no playschool can give
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said: “We are already mee-
tingalltheruleslaid down by
the government. We’ll go
through the NCPCR guideli-
nes and see what they are.”
Dolly Kochhar, owner of
A Step Ahead playschool,
DLF 2, said, “No curriculum
can be set for small kids. Al-
s0, the whole point of having
a cap on the fee structure
won’t work because each pla-
yschool provides different
facilities on the basis of
which feesaredecided.”
Meanwhile, parents-wel-
comed the move, saying this
would make playschools mo-
reanswerabletoauthorities.
“I hope the rules get imple-
mented from this year on-
wards. Playschools have cre-
ated chaos as they charge fe-
es withoutregulations being
put on them,” said Anjali
Singh, who is looking out to
gether daughter admitted in
aplayschool this year.

physical punishment to
students, and that the cur-
riculum should be laid
downbyanauthorityspeci-
fied by the Union ministry
of women and child deve- .
lopment.

The move comes after a
city-based RTI activist,
Aseem Takyar, filed an RTI
on the number of playscho-
olsinthecitylast month.

“Iwanted information
from the department abo-
ut the number of play-
schoolsrunning in the ci-
ty and if they are regula-
rised or not. I was surpri-
sed tofind outthatnone of
theseschoolsarerecogni-
sed,” Takyarsaid.

Play schools claimed
they are already abiding by
the norms, though some
disagreed with the rules.
Geetika, admission-in-
charge of Blooming Buds
playschool in Sector 10A,
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